USA: WAlfare Is

our right . ——y

Welfare
was won
65 years
ago as recognition that
caregiving is an economic
contribution to society. 90% of
people on welfare are women
and children.

In recent years, welfare
“reform” has siphoned off money
from social programmes to war. It
has devastated single mothers
and those they care for. It is
forced work and low-waged work
recruitment. It will pay someone
else to care for your children
while denying you, the mother,
the money to care for them
yourself. It has dismantled
welfare as a right, as an

entitlement.

Welfare “reform” has contributed to the
widening pay gap between women and
men. It has denied the right of
immigrants to benefits. It is
discriminatory against leshian women,
older women and women with
disabilities, denying the work they do
caring for themselves. It is structural
adjustment in the US, similar to the
structural adjustment policies imposed
on countries of the South, which
devastate services and the
environment.

In the 1960s, welfare mothers stood

with the peace movement against the
war in Vietnam. In 2002, will the anti-
war and anti-globalisation movements
stand with welfare mothers? Many lives
here and around the world, depend on
this.

We have to be accountable to our
sisters in the Global South where the
situation is even more dire. Only when
our struggles are shaped to join with
theirs will we together be able to get rid
of the poverty which enables US and
other corporations to exploit us all by
making slave wages and dangerous
working conditions the international
standard to which we must all submit.
Neither can we ignore the corruption of
politicians and the theft of the
corporations, which use the military to
enforce their policies. Right here in the
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US, we see the corruption that was an
important part of the collapse of the
economy in Argentina. The Enron
billions were stolen globally including
via the so-called “Third World Debt”.
What it was “lent” for was for military
budgets and privatisation. All we got
from the debt was the end of social
services, replaced by guns aimed
against us when we protested.

“Welfare reform” is
structural adjustment

First, they starve us, buy guns with our
money, and then ask for repayment. We
in the US must demand not the
deportation of people but the
repatriation of the major thefts from the
Third World which are accumulated
here. This is a fight we also must make
right here in the belly of the beast.

The union establishment seems to be
intertwined with US foreign policy. They
have sided with bombing Afghanistan,
and they have been all too ready to
allow the US government to attack
workers in other countries who are even
more low-paid. Instead of “Buy
American” we must demand “Buy
Union”, regardless of what country the
products come from. And union or not,
we must fight for an international
minimum wage. Otherwise, we allow
international competition between
workers, and wages go down
everywhere, including in the US. And
we know that it is women and people of
colorin every country, thatis, those of us

with least, who bear the brunt of that
competition.

On April 4, 1967, a year to the day
before his assassination, civil rights
leader Dr. Martin Luther King said in a
little remembered speech:

"There is at the outset a very obvious
connection between the war in
Vietnam and the struggle I, and others,
have been waging in America. A few
years ago there was a shining moment
in that struggle. It seemed as if there
was a real promise of hope for the poor
both black and white through the
poverty program. ..

| was increasingly
compelled to see the war
as an enemy of the poor

Then came the buildup in Vietham and
| watched the programme, broken and
eviscerated as if it were some idle
political plaything of a society gone
mad on war, and | knew that America
would never invest the necessary
funds or energies in rehabilitation of its
poor so long as adventures like
Vietnam continued to draw men and
skills and money like some demonic
destructive suction tube. So | was
increasingly compelled to see the war
as an enemy of the poor and to attack it
assuch.”

Excerpts from a speech by Margaret
Prescod of Every Mother Is a Working
Mother Network and Global Women of
Colour — WinWages, at an anti-war rally,
Los Angeles, 2 February 2002.

ARGENTINA: ORGANISn g for

survival Amid disa st er

England: Asylum from rape

Nearly half of women seeking asylum in the UK, the majority

The “pots and pans” uprising
that rocked Argentina on 19-
20 December 2001, with
hundreds of thousands of
people taking to the streets all
over the country, was not a
complete surprise. Inthe past
decade, the corruption of
politicians and civil servants,
the illegal deals and sale of
public utilities, and the
systematic destruction of
industry, left millions of people
out of waged work.

Protest movements of
unemployed women and men
have occupied roads and
highways throughout the
country. What was new about
the December nights which
brought the government
down, was the massive
presence of women in the
street, banging their pots.

Since then, mothers with
their children, housewives,
women pensioners, teachers,
employees and small property
owners, have had an active
presence in every
neighbourhood assembly and
every mobilisation.

The Sindicato de Amas
de Casa de Santa Fe (SAC),
which has enormous
credibility for its many years of
grassroots work independent
of all political parties, called
for women to form their own

assemblies. The squares in
some of the poorest
neighbourhoods of Santa Fe
filed with women bringing
their urgent needs and
demands. It was the first step
towards the formation of the
autonomous non-hierarchical
Red Interbarrial de Mujeres or
RIM (Inter-neighbourhood
Women's Network), where all
decisions are taken in the
assembly.

Women have taken over
many of the responsibilities
abandoned by the State.
Together they are fighting for
their dignity and succeeding
where no woman alone can:
getting some financial support
for women heads of
households, taking control of

the neighbourhood Health
Centre for victims of domestic
violence, shopping
collectively for food to get
lower prices, running a soup
kitchen for more than 200
children, denouncing State
employees who deny
subsidies and food parcels to
women who are not party
members or refuse to sleep
withthem. ..

Women's unwaged work,
determination and
resourcefulness, combined
with the guidance and support
of an experienced and
committed women's
organisation, are making it
possible to survive a crisis
which has landed half the
populationin poverty.

of whom come from war zones or brutal dictatorships, are
victims of rape. Yet most of the time, the government doesn't
recognise rape and other sexual violence as grounds for
asylum. From the time they arrive, rape victims routinely face
racism and xenophobia, compounding the sexism with which
all rape victims are familiar.

The Home Office responds to women's claims with hostility
and disbelief, and dismisses them as “bogus”. Instead of
getting help and support, women and their families are
financially impoverished through the voucher system, which
denies them benefits. They are also denied independent legal
advice, access to medical and other services, and isolated
from potential community support. Many women are even put
in detention. Imagine the outcry there'd be if English women
who reported rape to the police were locked up in prison!

We are campaigning for changes in the laws and in the
way they are implemented so that women who are raped in
other countries and claim asylum here get the protection they
are entitled to. The petition of the Global Women of Colour —
WinWages demands that:

F Rape must be recognised as persecution and torture, and
therefore grounds for asylum.

F The right to immediate protection and the right to stay for
immigrant women fleeing violent relationships.

F Stop the detention of rape survivors seeking asylum.

F Restore welfare benefits and other resources for rape
survivors seeking asylum and their families.
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